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         State Board of Education 
March 17, 2009 

Item I-2 
         

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Montpelier, Vermont 

 
TEAM: Commissioner's Office 
 
ITEM: Will the State Board vote to approve the attached proposed warrant articles for 

adopting Australian balloting within the Rivendell Interstate School District? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 16 V.S.A. §§772 D (j) and 779A; Article J of the Rivendell 
Interstate School District Articles of Agreement 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: At the request of some of its voters, the Rivendell 
Interstate School District board has prepared proposed amendments to the Districts’ Articles of 
Agreement in order to permit Australian ballot voting for all articles coming before the District’s 
electorate.  Amendments to an interstate schools district’s articles of agreement are to be 
accomplished in the manner set forth in the original articles of agreement. In the Rivendell 
Interstate School District’s original Articles of Agreement, in particular Article J, proposed 
amendments are to “be submitted to each State Board for consideration” and, if “approved by 
each State Board, the text of the proposed amendment shall be included as an appropriate article 
in the warrant for the annual district meeting.”  In this instance, the Commissioner believes the 
question or whether to use the Australian ballot is a legitimate issue to be placed before the 
Rivendell Interstate School District electorate but also believes the State Board should refrain 
from making a recommendation either way on the merits of the proposed amendments. The 
decision on the merits should be left to the sound discretion of the electorate.  Approval by the 
State Board of the forwarding of the proposed articles to the electorate should satisfy the 
requirements of both the Interstate compact and the original Rivendell Interstate School District 
Articles of Agreement.  
 
The attached materials provide the text of the proposed amendments as well as background 
materials.  
 
STAFF AVAILABLE: Mark Oettinger, Greg Glennon 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: The State Board vote to approve, without recommendation, 
submittal to the voters of the attached proposed warrant articles for adopting Australian 
balloting within the Rivendell Interstate School District. 


















































































